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OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR ' BOARD OF PARDONS

Application Process for Incarcerated Cases
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Download Free Application : — Request Free Application via
via BOP Website 4= Obtain an Application —) Mail
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Submitting an Application

The listed Representative should review the application prior to submission to the Board of Pardons office.
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The Board of Pardons receives an application and then sends copies
of the application to the following:

1 | 1 |

District Attorney and the President Judge in Board of Probation and Parole, Bureau of
the county where the crime(s) occurred Standards and Accreditation
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The Board of Probation and Parole completes a Summary Investigative Report for the Board of Pardons. They will

provide the facts of the crime and the applicant’s prior criminal history. They work with the Institution to compile an
extensive Investigative Report to include information on institutional conduct, academic achievements, vocational
involvement, religious involvement, medical history, counseling involvement, and psychological and psychiatric data.
The institutional staff, the Superintendent and the Secretary of the Department of Corrections, recommends for or

against clemency based on the merits of the application and the findings of the reports.
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Completed reports and recommendations are forwarded to the Board.
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Merit Review Session

Board of Pardon members vote to determine if an DENIED a Public Hearing
application will be granted a public hearing . - ¢ Ifthe required number of votes
1 are not obtained, the process
ends, and the applicant will not
GRANTED a Public Hearing receive a recommendation for a
¢ If two of the five Board members publicly vote yes for applicants who did not pardon or commutation.

commit crimes of violence, the applicant is granted a public hearing.

+ If three of the five Board members publicly vote yes for applicants convicted

of crimes of violence, the applicant is granted a public hearing.
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The Applicant, Representative, Board of Probation and Parole,
District Attorney, President Judge and Victim/Victims Next of
Kin, will receive notification of the hearing date and time.
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Applicants serving a sentence of death, life, or a sentence
for murder, voluntary manslaughter or attempted mur-
der/voluntary manslaughter will be interviewed by Board
Members prior to the public hearing. The applicant and
their representative will answer

questions from Board.

e The applicant may reapply 12 months from
the date of the final adverse decision.

e An applicant who receives two consecutive
adverse decisions cannot file another
application for 24 months after the date of
final adverse decision.

Reapplication:
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Public Hearing Session

Supreme Court, Capitol Rotunda Room 437,
Main Capitol Building, Harrisburg PA.

Reconsideration

The applicant must show a change in circumstances since the
application was filed, or other compelling reasons sufficient
to justify reconsideration. Dissatisfaction with the Board’s
decision is not grounds to request reconsideration.

1

¢ The representative, and applicant’s supporters have a total of 30 minutes to present their case.

¢ Victims/Victims Next of Kin or those in opposition also have a total of 30 minutes to present

their opposition.

Recommendation goes to the
Governor for final decision.

Recommendation

-
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If granted, the applicant will serve life on
parole and be interviewed weekly for the

first six months.
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Act 16 of 1995 - Applicant ¢
must serve 1 year at a
Community Corrections *
Center.

Reapplication:

The applicant may reapply 12 months from
the date of the final adverse decision.

An applicant who receives two consecutive
adverse decisions cannot file another
application for 24 months after the date of
final adverse decision.
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After all the applicants are

heard, the Board adjourns,
then returns to vote
publicly. An applicant must
receive a majority vote to be
recommended; however,
those seeking to commute a
death or life imprisonment
sentence must be approved
by a unanimous vote.
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Denied Recommendation
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For more information contact:

PA Board of Pardons
717-787-2596

www.bop.pa.gov

Office of Lt. Governor John Fetterman
717-787-3300



http://www.bop.pa.gov

